
SPARK 2018-2019 Offerings Completed 

 

MONDAYS/Fall Session 1: 

10-10:50am-  

Biology/Life Sciences  (ages 3-9): Study a different type of living organism (plant 

or animal), or category of life science each day. Examples could be dissecting owl pellets, 

doing plant experiments, classify animals, sketching animal habitats on a nature walk. 

 

Baking (ages 8+): Cookies, cupcakes, banana bread and more. Learn baking skills 

while having fun and enjoying yummy food. 

 

Chemistry (ages 11+): Explore, learn, play with, and discover chemistry with an 

expert.  

 

 

12-12:50pm- 

Natural Building (all ages): Let's build a cob bench in our nature playscape! We 

could start with foundation and then use cob (clay, sand, straw, water) mixture and then 

add our own decorative tiles and mosaic designs in as we build a unique, interactive 

bench. 

 

Young Musicians (ages 3-9): Dance, stories, and play music together!  

 

Mock Trial (ages 11+): Booker T. Wolf has been accused of murdering the two pig 

brothers in this mock trial designed to help students gain an understanding the ins and 

outs of court procedures. Hand out roles to each member of your class, either as a part 

of the court process, a witness or a juror and let your class decide. Is he innocent or 

guilty? Throughout the case, students will role play each specific part of the trial, 

learning how courts operate and juries decide their rulings. 

 

 

1-1:50pm-  

Minecraft (ages 5+): Let's play Minecraft together! We could do build challenges or 

just show each other our different worlds and share how we do things to expand our 

knowledge of the game. 

 

Active Play (all ages): Let's get moving with scooters, bball, team and cooperative 

outdoor games and activities.  A new way to move and play outside each week 

 



Playwrights through the ages (ages 11+): Each class we will look at a different 

playwright throughout history and talk about drama has developed and changed over 

time. We will then act out a scene from one of that playwrights most famous plays. 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS/Fall Session 1: 

10-10:50am-  

The Numbers Games (ages 3-9): Have fun with Math, Logic, and Game Theory. 

We'll introduce a few awesome maths/logic/coding concepts, play games, and challenge 

ourselves with Math puzzles. 

 

LabCraft Wizards (ages 8+): Magical Projects and Experiments...like making an 

'enchanted hourglass' , sculpted magic wand and even a dancing candle. 

 

 

12-12:50pm-  

Natural Building (all ages): Let's build a cob bench in our nature playscape! We 

could start with foundation and then use cob (clay, sand, straw, water) mixture and then 

add our own decorative tiles and mosaic designs in as we build a unique, interactive 

bench. 

 

Arts and Artists (all ages): Painting, fairy houses, sculpture, art appreciation. 

Explore a new topic every week 

 

 

1-1:50pm- 

Bookmaking Workshop (all ages): Each kid draws and writes a book to put 

together over the 6 weeks based on a topic of their choice. Older kids will learn about 

drafts and outlines in addition to creating a finished product. 

 

Improv (ages 6-9): Learn the art of the improv.  Practice, learn techniques, and 

perform with friends! 

 

 

MONDAYS/Fall Session 2: 
10-10:50am-  

Harry Potter (all ages): Explore the world of Harry Potter with a new activity each 

week! 



 

Sewing (ages 8+): Learn to use a sewing machine or hand sew. Each child will select a 

project to complete during the class and our expert parents will be there to guide. 

Photography (ages 11+): We will have a professional photographer lead us each day 

in how to use a digital camera to capture the beauty around us. We will also dabble in 

retouching. 

12-12:50pm- 

World Cultures (all ages): Explore a different culture each week. The arts, language, 

traditions and foods along with the geography of different places will all be covered. 

My Body (ages 8+): Learn about your changing body, body image and how our 

culture and media affect that, decision-making, human anatomy and sexuality. 

Music Appreciation (ages 11+): We will study a different decade of music each week 

and listen to the popular songs from that time period while discussing the significance 

and then also have time to jam together on our own instruments if we choose. 

1-1:50pm-  

Storybook Art (all ages): Study a different storybook each week and the style of 

artwork and then create our own work of art in the same style. 

Games (all ages): We will take turns bringing in our favorite games each week to play 

with our friends. Games can be active or table top and we will have several going at a 

time so everyone gets a chance to play.  

Stop Motion (ages 11+): We will work together to create a stop motion video 

masterpiece! 

 

WEDNESDAY/Fall Session 2: 
10-10:50am-  



World History (all ages): Study a different historical culture from around the world 

each week and do a hands on activity relating to our learnings.  

Junior Book Club (all ages): We will take turns bringing in one of our family’s 

favorite book to read together and then do an activity inspired by the book. 

Forensic Science (ages 8+): We will learn to collect, preserve, and analyze scientific 

evidence. Each week we will be full of hands on, fun learning in our own “forensic lab”! 

 

12-12:50pm-  

Baking/Cooking (all ages): Let’s cook or bake something together. We will learn our 

way around the kitchen and how to cook and measure and chop. 

Recorder (ages 5+): Learn how to play the recorder. We will start with the basics and 

practice reading music and playing simple songs by the end. 

1-1:50pm- 

Underknown Female Artists (all ages): Study a different female artist each week 

who created masterpieces but was neglected in the art world and then make our own 

masterpieces based on their styles. 

Pokemon (all ages): Bring your cards and learn to play the Pokemon game and/or 

trade your cards to help build your own personal deck. 

 

MONDAYS/Winter Session 1: 
10:00a 

Wrestling (all ages): An introduction to various forms of wrestling from around the 

world with hands on practice.  

 

Egg/Light Bulb Drop Challenge & More (all ages): The challenge is for kids to 

design a contraption using various materials to protect a raw egg or light bulb from a 

drop off the upper patio. Once successful, we will move on to other fun STEM 

challenges.  

 



Culture of Cooking (11+): Explore cultures of the world through cooking a variety of 

dishes. Learn the tradition behind the foods we enjoy.  

 

 

 

12:00p 

Makerspace Master Builders (all ages): Each week will have a different theme or 

challenge for our building projects. We will use materials from the makerspace to build 

unique masterpieces!  

 

Sewing Workshop (8+): Work on various sewing, knitting, or other textile projects 

together depending on individual interests. 

 

Mock Trial (11+): The judge is seated, the jury needs convincing, and you're in the 

middle. Come immerse yourself in a role in the trial of the century while learning about 

the inner workings of the court system. 

 

 

1:00p 

Arts & Handicrafts (all ages): Explore different ways to create objects using our 

hands and simple materials. Ideas include perler beads, finger knitting, hand sewing, 

string art, bead project, dioramas.  

 

Horror Movie Making (8+):  Join us as we create a movie from start to finish. As a 

group will fill the roles of everything from writer, director, and actor to costume design 

and editor. 
 
 
WEDNESDAYS/Winter Session 1: 
10:00a 

Wrestling (all ages): An introduction to various forms of wrestling from around the 

world with hands on practice. 

 

Sign Language (all ages): Come learn a new language! We'll explore and learn the 

basics of ASL sign language and practice communicating with each other in a new way. 

 

 



12:00p 

Human Body (all ages): Explore what physically makes you, you. Come see how your 

body works inside and learn about all the amazing things it can do. 

 

Community Helpers (all ages): Community helpers are all around us! Let’s learn 

together how they make our lives better, keep us and the community safe, and help our 

community function. We will invite some community helpers to come visit us at SPARK 

and we will also plan some optional field trips and tours in the community for some 

bonus learning on Thursdays/ Fridays during the session. 

 

 

1:00p 

Science Experiments (all ages): Chemical reactions, building challenges, kinetic 

energy and more. Get your hands dirty and your brain spinning while participating in 

science experiments. 

 

Animal Care (all ages): Learn about animals and how to care for them! From dogs 

and cats, to fish and birds. From snakes and wild animals, to unicorns and griffins, 

explore animals(both real and imaginary) and their needs. 

 

Space Exploration (8+): Planets, asteroids, stars and galaxies. Come explore all 

things beyond our atmosphere! Learn about the things you see (and don't see) when you 

look into the night sky. 

 
 
MONDAYS/Spring Session 1: 
10:00a 

Skateboarding (all ages): Learn the basics of the board.  Board, helmet and wrist 

guards required to participate 

 

Sewing Workshop (all ages): Work on various sewing, knitting, or other textile 

projects together depending on individual interests 

 

Game Show Sampler (10+): Try your hand at the game shows of yesterday and 

today. 10,000 Pyramid, Jeopardy, Minute to Win it, and more! 



12:00p 

Birdwatching (all ages): See the beauty and learn more about birds as we explore the 

habitat outside the SPARK window and at the park next door. Bring your own 

binoculars to get a closer view (Heather will post about inexpensive ones)! 

History through Inventions (all ages): We will study a different century each week 

and find out what was invented or discovered during that time period. 

Anime/Manga Culture (11+): study the history and culture of anime and manga by 

studying representative works of different periods and genres. We will discuss themes 

and our interests in this culture as well as the cultural and social impacts overall. 

Storybook Art (all ages): Explore art through story where we will take turns bringing 

in a favorite storybook to read. Then create art inspired by it. 

Make your own body products (8+):  Bath bombs, soaps, lotion and more.  Explore 

the chemistry and the creativity behind making your own natural body products. 

LARP (All ages):  Live Action Role Play- this is a cross between a game and a form of 

theater and uses a whole lot of imagination which means it is very child-led! We will 

create an imaginary world together with its own rules and then each design our own 

characters. We can wear costumes and use props from home or create them at SPARK 

and then all act out scenes in the world. If the group is large enough we could even split 

into 2 groups. 

 

WEDNESDAYS/Winter Session 1: 
10:00a 

Skateboarding (all ages): Learn the basics of the board.  Board, helmet and wrist 

guards required to participate 

 

Myth Busters(all ages): Every week explore a common trope from science, 

engineering, movies, or pop culture.  We’ll talk about the science/myth/story behind it 

and figure out for ourselves the truth. 



 

Our Solar System (all ages): study the sun, planets, moon and build your own model 

solar system.  Also, the Cincinnati Observatory will come do a presentation on space 

explorations and help us build and launch water rockets! 

 

Survival Skills & Saving the Planet (all ages): Learn how to survive in the 

wilderness and how to many ways we can help save mother earth. We will study land 

navigation, forage for edible and medicinal plants, learn how to make a fire, composting 

and upcycling. 

 

1:00p 

Art (all ages): Come learn art with our mentor (a graduate student art instructor) 

We'll get our hands dirty and our creative juices flowing 

Soccer and field games (all ages):  We’ll be outside learning and playing soccer. 

We’ll also be mixing in some other field games, including a nerf battle! 

 
 

 

 
 

 


